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that dacoity and plunder were everyday occurrences,
for the punitory force sent out to punish such offenders,
not being trained, was as a rule quite inefficient to deal
with these outlaws, or, if by chance the plundered booty
was seized, the owner fared no better, for it only changed
hands from the robbers to their pursuers, who usually
looked on all such booty as their rightful perquisites,
It was indeed a case of set a thief to catch a thief!
Nor can we marvel at this when we read that the rank
and file in such punitory forces received the munificent
salary of Rs. 3 per mensem!

Thus it happened that those that wielded power were
tyrants in every sense of the word. When those under
them had cause to complain to the Amil they were often
referred back again to the very person against whom
they had complained, and it does not require much
imagination to surmise that then the last state of the
complainant was a great deal worse than the first!
In most cases, therefore, people considered that discretion
was the better part of va^ur and refrained from litigation,
such as it was.

In the days of Siraj-ul-Mulk, the barbarous custom of
mutilating prisoners was abolished, and, where it had
been customary to amputate a hand, seven years' penal
servitude was prescribed, and in the graver cases, where
a hand and a foot would have been amputated, fourteen
years were allotted. What the sufferings of these
prisoners must have been, in those days, when neither
antiseptics nor anaesthetics were kno.wn, seems to' us
almost impossible to contemplate, living in these days
when anaesthesia is produced for the slightest operation.
A decree forbidding Suttee had also been promulgated in
Siraj-ul-MuIk's time, and both these reforms were stud-
iously carried out by Salar Jung.